
 

The Jolliff Messenger               May 2020 

The Pastor’s Message 

 
 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 It has become cliché to say that we are in uncharted waters. This pandemic has 

brought with it a new reality of isolation, fear, and anxiety. Towards the beginning of this 

crisis, I had thought that the extra time at home would be a welcome respite. Instead quite 

the opposite was true. I am busier than ever adjusting how the church operates to fit new 

and unprecedented situations and circumstances. However, I have found that this is not 

preventing me from being restful. What is preventing me from being restful is anxiety and 

worry. I suspect it may be the same for you. It doesn’t really matter as much how busy we 

are. It matters how much peace we have. Your level of restfulness is directly dependent up-

on the level of your peace. It won’t matter if you intentionally carve chunks out of your 

time for self-care if you carry your anxiety, worry, and stress with you into that time. We 

have to stop carrying these things around. Of course, that is easier said than done, especial-

ly in this time when there is so much to give us cause for concern and so much uncertainty 

about the future. 

 And this is one of the many reasons why we need the Church of Jesus Christ. And 

thanks be to God, that this Church is still moving and active even if it’s all taking place dig-

itally through Zoom Bible Study, Zoom Confirmation classes, Zoom Youth and Jr Youth 

meetings, Zoom Sunday School, and online worship through Facebook and Youtube. Indeed, 

by going online in this season, we are reaching more people than we ever were before in wor-

ship. We need the church to keep going partly because we will never be able to rest from all 

of our angst, stress, and fear until we recognize that our true Sabbath: our true rest, our 

true peace, is only found in the Lord of the Sabbath. The scripture says, “Be still, and know 

that I am God” (Psalm 46: 10a). This takes discipline, but if you practice the habituation of 

stillness and empty the mind of all the things that consume our thought lives, then when all 

other voices are silenced, we may discern the “still, small, voice” of Him who still calls to us 

and whispers that He is for us: that He is with us: and that He gives us His peace. 

 

Your co-laborer in Christ, 

Pastor Brandon 

 

 

 



 

The Jolliff Messenger 

Jolliff UMC 
1900 Jolliff Road 
Chesapeake, VA 23321 
 
757-488-2784 
 
www.jolliffumc.org 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Brandon Nichols –email  brandonnichols@vaumc.org 
Assistant to the Pastor: Dr. James Webb Jones—email jaznman@cox.net 
 
 

Worship Services on Sundays at 8:30 & 11:00 am     Youth Meet @ 12:30  pm  
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45  (Children)/ 10 am (Youth/Adults)  Sundays/Historic Sanct. Lunch & Program  
 

Children’s  Sunday School @ 9:45 am      BLAZE Bible Study @ 7:00 pm   
Little Lambs & Young Disciples         Tuesday/Sept-May/Historic Sanctuary 
Day School Bldg                          
          Jolliff Women’s Group @ 12:30 pm 
Infant and Toddler Care—during 8:30 & 11 am Worship Services &  3rd Sunday of each month/Sept-May/Conference Room/ 
Sunday School hour/Day School Bldg      Christian Ed Wing                                                              
       
Coffee & Fellowship Time        United Methodist Men Breakfast Mtg @ 8:00 am 
Sunday Mornings before and after services/Welcome Center/Main Building                   2nd Saturday each month/Sept-May/Sanctuary 

          
Foundations S S Class @ 10:00 am (Adult S.S.)    Regular Handbell Choir @ 6pm 
Foundations Rm/Christian Edu Wing      Wednesdays/Sep-May Sanctuary 
        
Faith Journey Class @ 10:00 am (Adult S.S.)     Sanctuary Choir @ 7:15 pm 
Faith Journey Rm/Christian Edu Wing       Wednesdays/Sep-June/Sanctuary   
       

The Jim Karnes Bible Class @ 9:45 am (Adult S.S.)    Praise Band Rehearsal @ 7pm  
w/Dr. Jones, Lyla Laning & John Oneail/Christian Ed Wing   Thursdays/Aug-June/Sanctuary 
       
The Brigge Bible Class @ 10 am (Adult S.S.)     Family Dinner/Thurs—6:00 pm  
Conference Rm-Christian Edu Wing      Sanctuary (RSVP by noon preceding Tuesday) 
            
Youth “Jolliff Waves” @ 10:00 am (grades 6-12)    Kid’s Program & Toddler Time/Thurs—6:30 I         
Youth Rm/                               Conference Room/Christian Ed Wing  
  
The Explorers Sunday School Class @ 10 am (Adult S.S.)  
Pastor Brandon,  Rm  next to Pastor’s office          
   

 



 

 

May Birthdays 

 

Sandra Smith    5/2 

Jimmie Oneail   5/4 

Carrie Houck    5/10 

Anthony Mason   5/10 

Angel Bell    5/11 

Jerame Fleming   5/11 

Corey Guilbault   5/13 

Brandon Nichols   5/14 

Elizabeth Parker Woods  5/16 

Velma Birkel    5/19 

Emily Hagerman   5/23 

Seth Recher    5/24 

Tom Reichard   5/25 

Linda Eason    5/26 

Philip Lucius    5/26 

Diane O’Grady   5/28 

Brendan Bell    5/29 

Aaron Roe    5/29 

Doug Bell    5/31 

 
If we omitted your birthday or anniver-

sary, please call the church office and let 

us know!  

Jolliff Celebrations 

Martha Ryals 

The Lake Prince Woods staff  is making sure I am 

safe and bringing meals, books and anything I need 

to me. My son Robert calls everyday and my other 

son, Lloyd’s wife, Cathy calls 2 or 3 times a week. I 

am doing fine; missing church and everyone there.  

Building Fund 

Please continue to mark your check or envelope 

“General” or “Building Fund” 

And remember, you or your group can still buy a room in 

the new Christian Ed Bldg. for $10,000.00 and label it in 

honor or memory of anyone you choose. 

BLAZE Bible Study 

 

Blaze Bible Study will continue to meet  

Tuesday Night 7:00—8:30 PM. Via 

Zoom. 

“A Disciple’s Path: Deepening Your  

Relationship with Christ and the 

Church” 

by James Harnish 

This study will be led by Pastor Bran-

don. Please see Pastor if you would like 

to attend so we can be sure materials 

can be purchased for you.  

For more information please e-mail  

Stephanie at Secretary@jolliffumc.org 

or call 488-2784. 

Thank You To Our Church 
Familly 

Kindness come in  

Large and small 

No one Measures 

One or All  

Most precious are  

These gifts when given  

Life hard livin 

They’re gifts of love with 

God’s bright light 

To help us keep Him  

In  our sight 

By Velma Birkel (March 1995) 



 

First I wanted to thank everyone for the prayers for 
our family. We are doing much better. It is tight but 
God is providing. Jailyn and Anthony are fighting 

like brother and sister one minute and hugging and 
laughing the next. Kathy has found a job working 3 
days a week. Patrick has a good job as soon as this 

virus is over. He is working delivering pizzas and 
some days he is running the shop. I am now work-
ing from home full time. I have also applied for an-
other position at my company. I will be interviewing 

next week for. Prayers requested. I really don’t 
know what we would have done without the love 
prayers and support we have received from each 
and everyone of you during this time. Having a 

church family like you has been the best gift from 
God we could have. May God Bless All Of You. In 

Gods Love.  

Dina Heilman 

I am making face masks for anyone who 
needs them.  Just let me know.  They are 

washable and free! 

Carrie Houck 

Mike & Tonya Garrett 

Mike and I are surviving the virus and each other...(most 
days ☺). He is still working his job with VDOT between 

50-60 hours a week. 
I am working on my Paparazzi business. (selling jewel-
ry). Anyone bored hit me up and I will tell you how to 

watch on Facebook live. When Mike and I do shows to-
gether it is definitely a comical laugh.  

It is hard somedays to stay positive, focused and busy. 
On those days I turn up my music a little higher, sing 

loud and dance.  
(which I can't dance worth a lick.)  

Miss you all... God Bless you… Stay safe and above all 
else… WASH YOUR HANDS! 

Brenda Rountree 

 

Dear Church Family and Friends,  
I hope you are all well during this time of 

isolation.   
I would like to take a few moments to 

acknowledge our pastors, Pastor Brandon and 
Assistant Pastor Jimmy.  They both work tirelessly 
during normal times, but the amount of time and 
effort they have shown during the COVID-19 pan-
demic has been incredible. 

Among many other things, Pastor Jimmy 
has been researching and guiding the Church and 
the Day School on important and complex finan-
cial decisions and Pastor Brandon has been 
learning and embracing complex technology in 
order to continue to bring us amazing sermons 
and services each Sunday via Facebook Live and 
Pre-recordings as well as by YouTube.  All Sun-
day services are available in both formats for re-
play, if you missed any.  Pastor Brandon has also 
arranged for meetings and bible study to continue.  
And, while the use of technology is not the same 
as being present in person, it certainly provides us 
with an opportunity to experience the Word while 
we are social distancing.  Many thanks, also, to 
the others involved (music/video/tech gurus) who 
have assisted in keeping our services on-going 
and uplifting.  I thank you all for providing such 
dedication to help us keep our connection to God 
and each other as strong as possible during this 
time. 

As well as praying for Pastors and each 
other, I would ask each of you to keep the staff at 
Jolliff Day School in constant prayer.  As you 
know with the closing of the school, the staff is 
without their normal income.  While they will be 
eligible for unemployment under the Federal 
CARES Act, the process has been long and slow.   

I hope you all stay safe.  Thoughts and 
prayers to you all. 

  Brenda Rountree 
    

John & Velma Birkel 

Playing lots of board games and reading books. Trying 

new recipes too. John likes that. All in all having fun and 

praising God that we are doing fine. John reads to our 

grandson Max by way of face time. And we all FaceTime 

each other and play Uno. It’s hilarious. 

Last Friday John and I ordered three dinners  Did curbside 

at Olive Garden. At dinner time we went and picked up 

our meals and one for our neighbor. Brought them home 

and we got all dressed up suit and tie and a long dress for 

me. We looked pretty sharp. Then we took the dinners 

and a bottle of wine to our next-door neighbor. We had a 

fancy dinner and it felt like we were eating right there at 

Olive Garden. Great time felt good to get out even if it was 

just next-door. 



 

Dynnette &  Doug Taylor 

The Taylor and Boalt household is doing well. 
Doug is working from home. My folks, Fred & Lyd-
ia, have barely left the house except for 1 or 2 ap-
pointments. Dad’s labs were good this week, but 
he’s still on chemo.  
Doug and I do the grocery shopping. Mason is 
bored, and yet does NOT want to do any class 
work. He’d rather play Legos or Minecraft game.  
He rides his bike around the neighborhood with 
dad, or walks the dog with me. He’s been helping 
his dad with yard work and helping me around 
the house. He keeps signing “camping”, so he 
knows that it’s time to go!  Our campground opens 
tomorrow, but we’re going to hold off 2 more 
weeks. 
Miss all of you and hope you are doing well. Can’t 
wait to see y’all again! God bless each of your 
families.  

Love,  The Taylor & Boalt Family 

Jolliff Waves 
The Jolliff Waves attended the District Youth Retreat 
in Wakefield just before the pandemic required that 
we change the way gather.  What a way to prepare 

for challenges we face.  These young members of our 
Church really showed how important they are not only 
to the future of our Church but to our present Church. 

Our current schedule is in flux while we wait to see 
where things lead us. We will begin having Zoom 

meetings in May and we will plan future events. Youth 
Week is still scheduled for the first week in August.  
Some events may have to be altered to comply with 

guidelines but we will have a Youth Week. 
We Look forward to seeing everyone again soon. 

Jolliff  Waves 

Doug & Victoria Manley 

Hello from the Manley’s 
We're cooking on all four burners now! New stove 
given to us by Curtis and Pam Stout (our old stove
- only two burners worked). We are all doing well 
and still working. Miss our church family and our 

extended family as well.  
Marishka is getting very tall and seems to be do-

ing okay even though confined to the house.  
God is good. 

Jolliff Waves Girls 

The Jolliff Waves Girls (sixth grade and up) are 
meeting through Zoom on Wednesday afternoon 
from 3:00pm to 3:30pm, with Friday afternoon 
from 3:00pm to 3:30pm as an alternative 
time.  Starting May 1st, the tentative format for the 
meeting will be an opening prayer with prayer re-
quest, a devotional (lasting no more than 10 
minutes), than 20 minutes of talk between the girls 
with conversation starters that will vary by week. If 
you know of a young lady that would like to join, 
we'd love to have them.   
For a meeting invite, please contact Ellen Howard 
at 757-374-3278 or artsymamae@gmail.com.  A 
cell phone number or e-mail address is necessary 
to send the invite.  

Jr. Youth Group 

   As we continue on during this time, I hope that everyone is doing well.  The Jr. Youth group (third 
through fifth grade) will be smaller as we go into summer since we have several leaving our group to go to 
the Youth Group.  Those leaving us will be Anthony Mathews, Julian Banks and Mackenzie Ranay.  We will 
miss them in our group, but know that they will have a great time being part of the Jolliff Waves! 
   As for the Jr. Youth group, we may be a smaller group but we are going to have great fun!  Hopefully we 
will have some rising third graders through fifth graders that want to join our group. Bringing a friend is al-
ways encouraged. 
   Some things that I'd like for the Jr. Youth members to think about is what would you like to be called since 
the older youth are the Jolliff Waves?  Do you just want to be called the Jr. Youth Group?  Is there a favorite 
verse that you'd like to have associated with our group?  What might be some possible mission-like projects 
the group would want to do? 
   Also, the group will be starting a Bible study (age appropriate) that they can do at church and home.  The 
material will be provided and family participation is encouraged.  If you have questions about anything for the 
Jr. Youth, please feel free to contact Ellen Howard at 757-374-3278 or e-mail at artsymamae@gmail.com.   
I look forward to seeing the Jr. Youth when we can meet again! 

mailto:artsymamae@gmail.com


 

Jolliff Church Family: Bob, Donna Eure and Family for the loss of Bob’s mother. Jim Breeding 
(recovery from heart surgery) Diane O’Grady (recovery from surgery), Dina Heilman and Family 
(Difficult times), Josh Reichard (Cancer), Emily Thorne (Health Issues), Annette Kelley (Health Is-
sues), Mike Garrett (Esophageal Cancer), Rose George, Mike Holderman (Recovery), Nancy Stegall, 
Michele Lister (hearing issues), Percy Eason (lung cancer), Dennis Kelley, Emma Howard, Paige 
Rohloff (type 1 diabetes),  
 

 Jolliff Church Family Shut-ins: Rita Berry, Rose Hyatt, June Stephens (Maryland), Helen Respess 

(home), Margaret Gaskins (home), Anne Hill (Lake Prince), Carolyn Williams (Texas) 

 

Jolliff Family & Friends:    

 
                                                          

In Our Prayers 

Connect with Jolliff UMC on the Web 
  

https://www.JolliffUMC.org   
                                                  

Connect with Jolliff UMC on Facebook 
 

https://www.facebook.com/JolliffUnitedMethodistChurch 

    
1. Wanda  Weber (Blood clots in lungs/Fran Kidders sister) 
2. Karen Zechman (Pancreatic cancer/Sharen Reichard’s friend) 
3. Alma Kelly (Cancer/Mike &Debbie Gordan) 
4. The Employees of the Lipton Tea Company (possible layoffs) 
5. Bernie Lantz (Recovery from open heart surgery/Angel Bell’s father) 
6. Jeannie Fulcher (broken ankle, leg and knee/Jimmie Oneail’s sister) 
7. James Williams (Heart issues/Betty Fortin’s grandson) 
8. Cathy Emerick (Breast Cancer/Velma Birkel’s Friend) 
9. Joe and Polly Robinson (Loss of Son/the McClain’s friend) 
10. Tracy Norman (Throat Cancer/the McClain’s Brother in Law) 
11. Kay Darby-Scott and Haley Darby (loss of husband/Denise’s friend) 
12. Jackie Sandt (Cancer/Jeff Houck’s Sister) 
13. Eileen Walsh (Breast Cancer/Rose George) 
14. Sky Lightfoot (Cancer/Tonya Garrett’s friend) 
15. Jordan Andrews (Severe Brain Damage/Gaile Andrews’ Grandson) 
16. Wayne Gray (Erving’s Brother) 
17. Todd Muffelwhite (Colon Cancer friend of Kenneth Hyatt) 
18. Nancy Peace (Pastor Jimmy’s friend/Cancer) 
19. Wallace McGinness (Pancreatitis/Dale’s Father) 
20. Stephen Polansky Jr. (Anxiety issues/Nick McGinness’ Cousin) 
21. Fred Boalt (Leukemia/Dynnette Taylor’s father) 
22. David Betsinger (Heart Issues/Tonya Garrett) 
23. CeCe Bruns (Ulcerative colitis/Irv & Jerre Gray’s G-child) 
24. Terri Foret (Pancreatic Cancer/John O’Grady) 
25. Cherie Moureau (Loss of Daughter/Grandson in Hospital) 
26. Dorothy Harrell (Pancreatic Cancer/Pastor Brandon) 
27. Savannah Vann (Constant severe Pain/Annette Kelley) 
28. Robin Patnode (NY/Thyroid Cancer/Gary James) 
29. Barry Sain (stg. 4 kidney cancer/Emily Harihan’s Uncle) 
30. Hankins Family (Tragic Loss of Daughter/Scott Recher) 
31. John Edwards (Michelle & John’s Father/Complications) 
32. Debbie Willis (Breast Cancer/Dawn B.) 
33. John Quidley (Father Passed/Friend of Charlene M.) 
34. Mary McInnerney (Breast Cancer/Mother IL-Charlene M.) 
35. Anne Blackman (Lung Can. Surgery Recovery/Rose G) 
36. Cathy Dalton (Friend of Debbie Gordon) 

37. Ollie Marsh (Paul Thorn’s Grandmother/Arthritis) 
38. Earl Mewborn (Pan Can/John Hopkins/John O’Grady) 
39. Amy Williams (Mother of Alexis/Carolyn Williams) 
40. Alexis Williams (Seizures/G.daughter of Carolyn Williams) 
41. Cindy Burton (Daughter/COPD/Carolyn Williams) 
42. Wanda Phillips (Stomach Cancer/Youngs) 
43. Lena Hobson (Joan Brittingham’s Sister) 
44. Amy Lynn (Ovarian Cancer/Close Friend of Harihans) 
45. Chip Bridges (Leukemia/Jerre & Erving Gray) 
46. Susan Middlebrooke (NY/Parapalegic/Gary James) 
47. Ozell Petway (Needs Kidney Transplant/Sharen R.) 
48. Alan Reeves (multiple Myeloma/Linda Barnes) 
49. Susan Moore (3rd round of chemo/Jerre Gray) 
50. Judy Scarborough (memory prob/Erv & Jerre G) 
51. Joan Richards (breast cancer/Jerre G’s friend) 
52. Andrew Hendrix (Seizures/Emily Harihans bro-in-law) 
53. Rose Georges Son-in-law (massive stroke) 

https://www.JolliffUMC.org
https://www.facebook.com/JolliffUnitedMethodistChurch


 

Custom Cards by Ellen Howard 
 

Looking for that special card, then a handmade 

card from  

Ellen Howard might be JUST the thing.   

Cards and invitations can be done for all occasions.   

To see some of the cards available, please visit the Fa-

cebook page for Fingerlake Ceramics and Gift 

Shop.  Don't forget to like the page to see new cards.    

Call or text 757-374-3278 for pricing  

and special orders. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1220 FLEETWAY DRIVE * CESAPEAKE, VA 23323 

Www.cashwells.com 

Jimmie Oneail 

Manager 

(757) 558-9192/jimmie20@cashwells.com 

We are the local appliance distributor for all Ameri-

can brands—Whirlpool, Fridgeaire, Maytag, GE Etc. 

Have all the parts, we sell to local appliance repair 

companies and also a Goodman/ Janitrol HVAC Dist. 

with all of your heating and  

cooling needs. We even help trouble shoot your 

problems free! Any questions just call or e-mail me! 

Thanks, Jimmie 

We sell to the public—the last company local that 

does!! 

Jolliff UMC Member Ads 

Artwork by Megan Moore 
Christmas is just around the corner (as impossible as 

that seems) and I'd love to help you with your gifts 

this year!  I can do pet and/or people portraits and I 

do work from photos!   
 

Please like "Graphite Geek” on Facebook to see  

more of my work! For pricing and more info please 

contact  

Megan Moore @ 757-582-4838/

bluejello85@gmail.com  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full Potential Personal Training! 
3108 Tyre Neck Road  

Portsmouth, VA 23703 

Join Pastor Jimmy for Yoga with  

Meditation  

10:30-11:45 AM on Mondays 

Call 757-483-3778 for a reservation. 

10 classes for $110  
 

 

 

Southern Belle  
Designer Jewelry and Accessories  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jolliff UMC Member Ads 

 

John Edwards Auto Repairs & HVAC 
 

Contact John Edwards @  

757-559-3962 

 for pricing and more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you have a business and would like 

to advertise here, please contact 

Stephanie in the church office at  

757-488-2784 or by e-mail at  

secretary@jolliffumc.org 


